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Matthew Liu Fine Arts presents Shen Chen — Recent Works. For over three decades, Shen Chen has traveled between
New York and Shanghai, probing the essence of painting when language reaches its limit. Beginning with 1980s
experimental ink, he explored qi yun—the rhythm of breath and spirit—layering brush and ink to reveal subtle pulses of
life. After moving to the United States, he confronted Western abstraction by questioning painting’s boundaries, gradually
shedding brushwork traces. Gray evolves from background to structure, light moving through the canvas like slow,
deliberate breathing. His near-transparent, minimalist works invite viewers into timeless, meditative spaces, where form
and light resonate subtly, transforming painting into a perception of time and presence.

Born in 1955, Shen Chen graduated from Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture, New York Studio School and
Boston University, now living in NYC and Shanghai. Shen is considered a key figure in the 1980s abstract painting and
experimental ink painting movements in China. A leading figure in minimalist gray, Shen Chen has held solo exhibitions
at the National Art Museum of China (Beijing, 1988), Today Art Museum (Beijing, 2008), San Shang Museum (Hangzhou,
2010), NanHai Art Center (San Francisco, 2019), White Rabbit Museum (Sydney, 2020), and Chun Art Museum
(Shanghai, 2023). His works are held in prominent collections, including Ningbo Museum of Art (Ningbo), Shanghai
University (Shanghai), Sagacity Art Foundation (Hong Kong), J&J Art Foundation (New York), Stibbe Collection
(Amsterdam), Axel & May Foundation (Antwerp), and ME Collection (Berlin).
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