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In early 2018, Qi Lei concluded his travels in Myanmar and returned to his studio in Beijing. It was during this time
that he embarked on a creative endeavor to capture the sights, sounds, and reflections of his journey. Over the years, he
has completed numerous series of artworks exploring various themes inspired by his experiences. Presently, this
exhibition stands as his second major showcase following the successful solo exhibition titled "Stalker" held in
2019.

From Henry Rousseau to Peter Doig, the portrayal of forests and jungles in the history of art is far from rare. In fact,
one could argue that there is an abundance of such works. Moreover, as the quintessential scenic and geographical
characteristic of Southeast Asia, it has always been one of the most commonly represented themes by local artists.
Undoubtedly, this presents a significant challenge for Qi Lei, an artist residing and working in northern China.
Nevertheless, it is precisely the enigmatic nature of the jungle as an unfamiliar realm that lures him into exploring this
expansive territory.

Qi Lei was born in 1986 in Anhui, Suixi, and graduated with a master's degree in oil painting from Tianjin Academy of
Fine Arts in 2014. He then moved to Beijing and became an active figure among young artists. Qi Lei has held solo
exhibitions in several galleries and art institutions, including “Stalker”, “The River Flows Through the City”, Matthew
Liu Fine Arts, Shanghai, China, 2019 & 2017; “Gap of Image”, ARTMIA Foundation, Beijing, China, 2015; “Day for
Night", Gome Art Foundation, Hong Kong, China, 2014, etc. The group exhibitions he has participated in include "A
NEW STATE OF ART - Chinese and Italian Contemporary Art Group Exhibition", Castel SAN Emo, Naples, Italy,
2018; "All Happens After Sunset..." , Shanghai Museum of Contemporary Art, Shanghai, China, 2017;
ULYSSES’GAZE---The Return of Painterliness and Soulful Contemplation, Ginkgo Art Center, Beijing, China, 2016;
"Qingjin plan", Guan Shanyue Art Museum, Shenzhen, China, 2016, etc. Also participated in important international
art fairs such as Art Basel Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China, 2023; Shanghai West Bund Art & Design Fair, Shanghai,
China, 2021, etc. His works have been collected by important institutions such as Deji Art Museum, ARTMIA
Foundation, Gome Art Foundation and Yungang Grottoes Institute.






